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ONGC to start drilling in Bengal

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation Ltd is planning to
drill seven development wells
in the state, setting the stage
for the long awaited commer-
cial exploitation of hydrocar-
bon deposits from the Bengal
basin.

A proposal to drill the wells
in and around Ashoknagar in
North 24-Parganas, the epi-
centre of the PSU’s explora-
tion activities in Bengal, will
be placed before the ONGC
board in the next few months.
If the field development plan is
approved, it will be submitted
before the directorate-general
of hydrocarbons (DGH) for
final approval.

ONGC sees potential to
produce 45,000-50,000 cubic
meters of natural gas per day

from Ashoknagar.

“It would take about two
years to drill the development
wells, which will produce a
mix of oil and natural gas.
The wells will come up within
a radius of two kilometres,”
Shyamal Bose, chief general
manager of ONGC, said.

He was speaking at a stake-
holders’ consultation on nat-
ural gas in Bengal, organised
by business chamber Ficci.
ONGC has dug up three ex-
ploratory wells in and around
the Ashoknagar area.

Once commercial viability
is established, ONGC plans
to tap into the city-gas distri-
bution network of HPCL and
GAIL's trunk pipeline and de-
liver thegas.

“We feel ONGC will havea
bright future in Bengal in the
next five years,” Bose added.

Gas carrier GAIL is hop-

HUNT STARTS

®m PSU plans to drill seven
development wells at
Ashoknagar, North 24
Parganas

m Basin has potential to
produce 45,000-50,000
cubic meters of natural gas
daily

m Aftercommercial viability,
ONGC will deliver the gas
through HPCL and GAIL
networks

ing to remove the obstacles in
laying the pipeline from Pa-
nagarh to Gayeshpur, a town
bordering Nadia and North
24-Parganas.

“Our target is June 2023.
We are pretty confident this
time around, given the proac-

tive support from the state in
arrangingland to lay the pipe-
line,” Asim Prasad, chief gen-
eral manager of GAIL, said at
the meeting.

The trunk line to Gayesh-
pur, located about 50 kilometre
north of Calcutta, willbea cru-
cial step in connecting the me-
tropolis and its adjoining area
with thenational gas grid.

Bengal Gas Company Litd,
a joint venture between GAIL
and the Bengal government,
which is licensed to provide
piped gas to Calcutta, will
build the infrastructure to
connect Gayeshpur with the
city.

Prasad said that delay in
implementation would hurt
the consumer as the cost on
account of the time over-run
would be added to the trans-
portation cost. Often the com-
pensations provided by gas

carriers are perceived to be
inadequateby thelandowners.

Anurag Srivastava, senior
special secretary in commerce
& industry of Bengal, said the
progress of the gas pipeline
network is being monitored by
the state.

Bhashit Dholakia, chief
operating officer of Indian Oil-
Adani Gas Pvt Ltd, who spoke
at the meeting, said the compa-
ny has started providing piped
gas to households in its geo-
graphic areas of east and west
Burdwan.

BGCL’s head of marketing
Pankaj Kumar Biswas said the
construction of the pipeline
network in and around Cal-
cutta was in full swing in an-
ticipation of GAIL's trunk line.
It is targeting large housing
complexes on EM Bypass and
Rajarhat to provide piped gas
to consumers.
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PNG supply to
kitchens to start
with 15 condos

A REALITY SOON

» Urbana, Uniworld,
Abhishikta, Udita, Rosedale
among complexes to get
PNG

» Gail pipeline to be
completed by June 23

» Bengal Gas Is now
bringing gas to city in
tankers from Durgapur

» Bengal Gas plans 4,700
CNG stations in Greater
Kolkata area in next

few years

Uditprasanna. Mukherjee
Sttimesgroup.com

Kolkata: Residonts of at le-
ast 156 highrises off Bypass
and In New Town will get pi-
ped natural gas (PNG) abe
ad of Bengali New Yearn
Bengnl Gas company, theen
tity authorisad to supply
CNG and PNG to Greater
Kolkats, bas already instal-
lod piped gas infrastructure
inthree big complexes — Ur-
bana, Untwarld City and Ro-
sedel, It couldn't start supp-
ly as some
permis
Sons  were
pending.
Now housings like Ulita,
Abhishikta will have PNG
network scot.,

Kolkata is the only met
ro not having plpad natursal
gas. The hend (marketing
and commercial) of Bengal
Gas, Panka) Kumar Biswas,
said by end of this fascal,
PNG service would start in
maore than a dozen complex-
o3, “Pipeline Infrastructure
is rendy in three big hou
smgs We are laying pipeli-
nes in 8§10 more complexes,
headded. Biswas wasatase-
minar organised by FICCL

The company is bring-
ing natural gas in tankers
from Durgapur for CNG sta-
tions In the city which will
now be used for PNG ses well.
Biswas saxd the city has se-

4 By end of this fiscal, PNG service will start
-~ in more than a dozen complexes

Pankaj Kumar BISWas | HEAD (MARKETING & COMNERCAL) OF
DINGAL GAS

BYPASS & ?_x?t!'lmc of
NEW TOWN i

ven CNG stations now and
by end of this year, it woukd
hawe four mone

Bengal Gas is a JV bet-
ween Greater Caleuttn Gos
Supply and Gall. The com-
pany plans to have 4,700
CNG stations and one crorm
PNG connectionsin itscom
mand area. The command
area of Greater Kolkata in-
cludes entire KMC  area,
North 24 Parganas up to Ba-
rasat. New Town and Budge
Huddge in South 24 Parganas
and some parts of Hooghly.
Main gss

In Nadia by June 2023
HPCL and Bengal Gas are
preparing trunk line in-
frastructure to bring gas
from the last point of Gail
pipeline. Chief general ma-
mager (Kolkata zonal office)
of Gail, Asim Prasad, sax
from Durgapur the pipeline
Is coming to Rejarsmbat) in
Hooghly where it woukd
cross the Ganges and go up
to Gayespur. “This would be
the Last point of Gall pipeli-
ne. From here, itwoukl beon
city gas distribution play-

Sanjay Ghosh. GM CGD
of HPCL, said 1t has started
work to bring gas via trunk
line to Nadia, North and
South 24 Parganas and
Hooghly
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Corrigendums The
article, 'PNG supply to
kitchens to start with 19
condos', published on page
20f 701 on Wednesay
(December 14, 2022) men-
tions. “The company plans
to have 4,700 CNG stations
and one crore PNG connec:
tions in its command
area”, However, Bengal
(Gas Company has clarified
that the figures quoted are
of CNG stations & DPNG
connections across India.
The error is regretted.




