More govt buses to run
on CNG, says Hakim

KINSUK BASU

Calcutta: The Bengal govern-
ment will run a large number
of buses on CNG, an environ-
ment-friendly fuel, transport
minister Firhad Hakim said
on Wednesday while inaugu-
rating a CNG station at the
Kasba bus depot.

“Apart from Calcutta prop-
er, CNG stations will be set upin
theadjoining districts in phases
as part of the transport depart-
ment's efforts to reduce pollu-
tion caused by vehicles and op-
erational costs,” Hakim said.

The CNG station in Kasha
isthe first to be set up in a gov-
ernment bus depot. In March,
the city got two CNG stations
— one in New Town and the

other in Garia — where any-
one can refuel vehicles pow-
ered by the green fuel.

Indian Oil Corporation set
up the station in New Town
and Bharat Petroleum Corpo-
ration Limited built the one in
Garia.

As with thetwo stations set
up in March, the onein Kasba
will receive CNG from Bengal
Gas Company Limited
(BGCL), a joint venture be-
tween the Bengal govern-
ment's Greater Calcutta Gas
Supply Corporation Limited
and GAIL, a central govern-
ment undertaking,

“We will set up more gas
stations soon, where even pri-
vate bus operators can fill
their vehicles,” Hakim said.

Bengal had signed an
agreement with the BGCL in
June 2021 for supply of CNG
buses that the state govern-
ment will run,

Over the next five years
BGCL will set up CNG facili-
ties in various government
bus depots. Primarily, eight
bus depots have been identi-
fied where CNG stations will
be set up in the first phase, in-
cluding in Salt Lake, Thakur-
pukur, Barrackpore, Bel-
gharia, Howrah, Santragachhi
and Karunamoyee.

The Bengal Gas Company
Limited willinvest Rs 3.5 crore
towards building CNG infra-
structure at each depot.
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Transport department offi

cials said introduction of CNG-
powered buses would lead to
considerable reductioninop

erational cost as fuel costs
could be cut down by 2530 per
cent

Transport minister Firhad
HaKim maugwates the
CNG station In Kasba
on Wednesday

Each CNG station canrefu-
el 15buses inan hour

Senior officials of the Ben-
gal Gas sald the company
would invest around Rs 7,000
crore towards setting up the
gas grid In Calentta and its ad
joining areas.

“The state government
needs to come out and support
private bus operators who are
waiting to switch to CNG,”
said Tito Saha, general secre-
tary of the City Suburban Bus
Services, which recently in
troduced five CNG-powered
buses In New Town

On Wednesday, transport
department officials sald the
government was working on a
package to encourage private
bus operators to switch to
CNG
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State depot gets first CNG station
in ma] or push for cleaner fuel

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Bengal transport
minister Firhad Hakim on
Wednesday inaugurated a
CNG station at Kasba West
Bengal Transport Corpora-
tion depot which paved the
way for faster conversion
from dirty fuel diesel to clean
fuel CNG for public trans-
port. This is the seventh CNG
station in the city, but thefirst
one at any of the bus depots
across Bengal.

Hakim dispensed CNG to
anew CNG bus. With the big-
ger dispenser, 15 buses can be
refueled in an hour. CNG is
much cheaper than diesel.

Firhad Hakim inaugurates the
CNG station at Kasba bus depot

While one litre of diesel costs
a consumer Rs 92.74, one kg
(L1litre) of CNG costs R$ 76.5.

“Apart from affirming
our commitment to cleaner
and greener environment,
CNG will give us an immuni-
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direction. But we need
many more such stations.
Adequate stations will givea
big fillip to the use of green
vehicles.

ty from highly unstable pri-
ces of diesel and petrol,” said
Hakim.

A year ago, an agreement
was signed between Bengal
Gas Company Limited (BG
CL) and West Bengal Trans-
port Corporation (WBTC) to
construct CNG stations at
eight depots, including Kas-
ba, said asenior transport de-

partment officer.

“We are authorized by the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board to supply
Compressed Natural Gas /Pi-
ped Natural Gas in Kolkata
and parts of itsadjoining dis-
tricts. Now we are bringing
CNG incasketstothecity. On-
ce it comes through the pipe-
lines, supply will be steady
and cost-effective, too,” saida
senior BGCL official, a JV
company of Gas Authority of
India Limited & Greater Cal-
cutta Gas Supply Corpora-
tion Limited. Theofficial also
applauded the transport de-
partment’s announcement
of taxes and registration fees
waiver for CNG vehicles
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KOLKATA, 1JUNE

Putting its best foot forward
toease outthecity’s pollution
and harmful emission burden,
thestate transport department
launched a compressed nat-
uralgas (CNG) station atWest
BengalTransport Corporation
(WBTC) Kasba today.

Anagreementwas signed
between Bengal Gas Company
and WBTC lastyear for setting
up of CNG stations at eight
locations in and around the
city. As per the agreement,
BGCL is to set up CNG facil-
ities within the premises of
WBTCL and supply CNG to
buses.

The eightlocations include
Howrah, Salt Lake, Thakur-
pukur, Nilgunj, Belghoria,
Santragachi and Karunamoy-
ee and Kasba Bus depot.

Notably, BGCL(aJV Com-
pany of GAIL and GCGSCL)
hasbeenauthorized by Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Regu-
latory Board (PNGRB) for
supply of CNG or piped nat-
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CNGHillingstationto
ease pollutionwoes

ural gas in Kolkata and parts
of its adjoining districts.

The companyis to spend
rupees 3.5 crores to buildup
CNGinfrastructure at each bus
depot.About 15 buses perhour
canberefueled withtwobus
dispensers inthe onlineCNG
Stations at bus depots.

According to the state
Transport minister, Firhad
Hakim, the department runs
onasubsidyof about rupees
700 crores.

“Ifweare abletointroduce
electric and CNG vehicles
soon, the departmentwould
not have to berun on subsidy.
Instead, the department would
makesome earnings and give
to the state government,”
said the minister.

“We are also considering
whether our laws could be
amended to extend the per-
mit of 15-year-old buses by
five years ifthey are convert-
ed into CNG. | have asked
thedepartment to prepare a
note on this,” added the
minister.
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